Lynn Township Planning Commission
Harold Handwerk, Chairman, 8669 Kistler Valley Road, Kempton, PA  19529
Willard Dellicker, Secretary, 7770 Sechler Road, New Tripoli, PA  18066

August 18, 2026 – Meeting Minutes – Lynn Township Municipal Building, Lynnport, PA 18066 

The regular meeting of the Lynn Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:01 PM by Chairman Harold Handwerk.  The following members were present: Harold Handwerk, Larry Bachman, Perry Long, Fritz Najarian, and Jake Moyer.  Willard Dellicker and Amanda Dietrich were absent.  Trish Burkhardt (recording secretary), Karl Scherzberg (Township Engineer), and Solicitor Marc Fisher were also in attendance.     

Minutes
 Larry Bachman made a motion to accept the minutes as completed and dispense with the reading of the July 21, 2026 Planning Commission meeting minutes.  Perry Long then seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

Matthew + Jalisa Hoover-7566 Blue Mountain House Rd Land Development- Feasibility cont… 
	 Charles Yourshaw (engineer), Matthew Hoover (applicant), and David Hoover (brother) attended on behalf of this continued land development feasibility submission.  Solicitor Marc Fisher summarized that last meeting we were looking for legal language on the 2 leases to assist in determining whether or not this proposal qualifies as a Concentrated Animal Operation or Normal Agricultural Operation Use.  Marc reviewed that he, David Hoover, and Trish held a phone conversation to discuss the necessary corrections.  The updated leases now legally identified the correct parcels, acreage, and property owners.  Based on these updated leases, Ryan Wessner (ZO) issued the letter for the Normal Agricultural Operation use type and the application for the Conditional Use was withdrawn by the project’s engineer, Mr. Yourshaw.  
	The next point of discussion was Blue Mountain House Road which is owned by the Hoovers per LC Farmland Preservation and cannot be subdivided out.   However, the road has been used as a township road well over the minimum 21-year statute.  The traveling public have access, it is maintained by Lynn Township, and the Township collects liquid fuels tax, therefore, no subdivision is necessary.  Solicitor Fisher then explained that if the Township wished to require an easement, it would not violate the County preservations.  It would mean additional cost and work to the Township as they would also need to deal with the other properties that abut the roadway.  Karl Scherzberg agreed with Marc that a deed of dedication doesn’t really get the Township anywhere further ahead than what we currently already are doing.  
Karl then explained that his July 27, 2026 letter was based on digital plans submitted directly to KCE.  These are the same as the small printed set of plans the members received at the July 21st meeting.  All of the major comments have been addressed and there is nothing remaining that would hold up this plan from advancing.  Karl pointed out there is a waiver request for a preliminary /final joint submission.  He also stated that the Board of Supervisors will need to decide if they will require Blue Mountain House Road to be improved to township standards during their determination.  It was then clarified that the Plan set submitted to the Township on Aug 5th was just showing NPDES revisions to move the well and the changes that Karl requested on his 7/27/26 letter.   We are also still waiting for other items like the NPDES permit and other agency comment letters.  
Fritz Najarian motioned to approve this is a feasible project with the updated documentation submitted.  Jake Moyer seconded and all were in favor.   Fritz then addressed that the Emergency Management Coordinator, Phil Hobel, had some concerns.  Phil addressed the Commission regarding his concerns of limited building access in the event of a fire and environmental run-off during/after a disaster.  The secondary driveway was removed for stormwater concerns which means there is only a 25-foot access along one side of the development with a turn-around in the rear.  The Hoovers agreed that they would expect a possible entire loss of a building in the event of a large fire and that the greatest risk of fire is at the front and rear ends which house the electrical and mechanical equipment.  The building also incorporates some fire stops along the structure.   It was recommended that the Hoovers meet with Phil to review and discuss recommendations to reduce risk.  These measures then can be added to the plans, and if they choose not to follow them, would limit the Township’s liability.  Phil and the Hoovers will work on a preplan and schedule to have the fire departments tour the facility during and after completion of construction.  
	After discussing that the plan would need to return to the Planning Commission should there be any substantial changes warranted by the Emergency Management Coordinator’s meeting or the NPDES permit, Perry Long motioned to accept the waiver for the joint Preliminary/Final review.  Jake Moyer seconded and all were in favor.  Harold Handwerk motioned to recommend granting Preliminary/ Final approval contingent upon compliance with the July 27, 2026 Township Engineer letter and satisfactorily addressing any concerns from the Emergency Management Coordinator.  Larry Bachman seconded and all were in favor.  Barring any major adjustments to the plan, this will now move onto the Board of Supervisors at the Sept 10th, 2026 meeting at 6:30pm.  

Public Comment
     	None

Other Business
     	.  

Adjournment
Fritz Najarian made the motion to adjourn and Jake Moyer seconded at 7:34 PM and the motion carried.  

Sincerely, 

Trish Burkardt, Recording Secretary 
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